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A reminder…the 7th EAP



 The 7th EAP entered into force on 17 January 2014

 Shows that the EU and its Member States support strong
and smart environment policies as a key condition for
healthy living and for creating a competitive, resource-
efficient economy in Europe

Putting words into action –
now is a good time!

 Member States and the EU
institutions are equally 
responsible for implementation of 
the programme



A 2020 timeframe and 2050 vision
Nine priority objectives

However, challenges 
persist…

And that's why we 
need the 7th EAP!

• pathways to reach 
the objectives by end 
2020

• 36 sub-objectives 

• 60 actions to be 
taken



3 THEMATIC:

1. Natural capital – "Nurturing the hand that feeds us"

2. Resource efficient, low-carbon growth – "Doing more with less"

3. Health & environment – "Taking care of the environment is taking care of ourselves"

4 'ENABLERS':

4. Implementation – "Good for the 
environment, our health and our wallets"

5. Knowledge/evidence base – "Best 
decisions based on latest data"

6. Investment – "Green incentives mean 
green innovations"

7. Integration – "Tackling multiple challenges 
with one approach"

2 'HORIZONTAL':

8. Urban environment – "Working together 
for common solutions"

9. International – "Living well, within the 
limits of our planet is a global aim"

The 7th EAP – nine 
elements



Evaluation Roadmap

Evaluation scope: focus on structure (multi-layered approach, dual focus, the joint 
responsibility) and strategic role played by the 7th EAP (not detailed evaluation of each
policy area)

Evaluation questions on: 

• Effectiveness

• Efficiency

• Relevance

• Coherence

• Added value

Outcome:

• A Staff Working Document of around 40-60 pages answering the evaluation questions

• COM document (Communication or Commission Report)

• Annex with a 'policy area assessment' for each policy area



Evaluation Process – an overview



Consultation Strategy 

• A 12 week public consultation, carried out in all EU languages

• A targeted consultation involving specific interest groups

• EU Member States will also be consulted separately through 
questionnaire targeting National Ministries for Environment and Climate 
Change. Relevant regional and local authorities and Members of the 
network of Environmental Protection Agencies in Europe, will also be 
consulted where possible



Some evidence sources
Study
• Logistical support to the 

stakeholder consultation
• Organisation of targeted

consultation workshops
• Single issue papers
European Environment Agency
• State of the Environment
Environmental Implementation
Review



Next Steps

• Open public Consultation Questionnaire

• Targeted consultation (ongoing)

• Public workshop in the Autumn

• Draft evaluation report Dec 2018

• Adoption May 2019

• Decision for next Commission on how to follow 
up



Thank you! 
Further information:

Evaluation - http://ec.europa.eu/environment/action-
programme/evaluation.htm

OPC - https://ec.europa.eu/info/consultations/public-
consultation-evaluation-7th-environment-action-

programme_en
EIR - http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eir/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/action-programme/evaluation.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/consultations/public-consultation-evaluation-7th-environment-action-programme_en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eir/index_en.htm


 Biodiversity that provides goods and services we rely on, from fertile soil and 
productive land and seas to fresh water and clean air. 

 Vital services such as pollination of plants, natural protection against flooding, and 
the regulation of our climate. 

7th EAP commits EU and its Member 
States to:

 speed up the implementation of 
existing strategies

 fill gaps where legislation doesn't yet 
exist

 improve existing legislation, including 
the 2020 Biodiversity Strategy and 
the Blueprint to Safeguard Europe's 
Water Resources

Natural Capital 
"Nurturing the hand that 
feeds us"

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/2020.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/blueprint/


 Full delivery of the climate and energy package to achieve 
the 20-20-20 targets and agreement on the next steps for 
climate policy beyond 2020; 

 Significant improvements to the environmental 
performance of products over their life cycle; 

 Reductions in the environmental impact of consumption, 
including cutting food waste and using biomass in a 
sustainable way

 There is a special focus on turning waste into a resource
and to move towards more efficient use of our water
resources 

The EAP sets out the conditions that will help transform the EU into a resource-
efficient, low-carbon economy. This requires:

Resource – efficient 
economy

"Doing more with less"

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/package/


In the EAP, all parties agree to:

 update air quality and noise legislation; 

 improve implementation of legislation relating 
to drinking and bathing water; 

 tackle hazardous chemicals, including 
nanomaterials, chemicals that interfere with 
the endocrine system and chemicals in 
combination

 Come up with strategy for a non-toxic 
environment. 

Dealing with challenges to human health and wellbeing, such as air and water 
pollution, excessive noise, and chemicals.
Making Europe sufficiently resilient to challenges posed by new and emerging risks, 
including the impacts of climate change. 

Health & Environment 
"Taking care of the environment

is taking care of ourselves"



Four "I"s to help Europe deliver on these
goals

 Improved implementation of existing 
environmental legislation

 Increased information

 Secured investments in the field of 
environment and climate change

More integration of environmental 
concerns into other policy areas



Two horizontal priority objectives complete the 7th EAP

Sustainable cities: "Working together for 
common solutions"

The EAP aims to:

 help cities become more sustainable; 

 promote and expand initiatives that support 
innovation and best practice sharing in cities; 

 ensure that by 2020, most cities in the EU 
are implementing policies for sustainable 
urban planning and design, and are using 
the EU funding available for this purpose 

Tackling international challenges: "Living 
well, within the limits of our planet" is a 
global aim

The 7th EAP urges the EU and the MS to:

 engage more effectively in working with 
international partners towards the 
adoption of Sustainable Development 
Goals as a follow-up to the Rio+20 
conference; 

 Work to reduce impacts on the 
environment beyond EU borders 



Evaluation questions 

Effectiveness
• To what extent has the 7th EAP enabled more predictable, faster and 

better co-ordinated actions by the EU and the Member States?
• To what extent has the 7th EAP been useful in engaging different 

stakeholders?
• How has the 7th EAP structure contributed towards achieving its nine 

priority objectives? 

Efficiency
• To what extent has the 7th EAP created synergies or opportunities for 

streamlining, and cost saving at various levels?
• To what extent has the 7th EAP been useful in identifying and addressing 

information needs and thus supporting efficient and effective policies?

Relevance
• To what extent does the 7th EAP address the challenges of EU 

environmental policy in a proportionate way?
• How flexible is the 7th EAP approach to allow new and emerging issues to 

be taken into account?

Pt. 1



Evaluation questions Pt. 2 

Coherence
• How consistent with each other are the nine priority objectives and 

their actions? 
• To what extent is the 7th EAP integrated and coherent with other EU 

policies and strategies, including the Juncker priorities and the Europe 
2020 Strategy?

• To what extent is the 7th EAP coherent with international 
commitments, including the 2030 Agenda and SDGs? 

Added value
• What is the additional value resulting from the 7th EAP compared to 

what could be achieved by EU environmental policy without such a 
framework?


